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Uid Jugo-Slavs. Our right to exclude these
beople is accepted, at least on the surface,
oy most of the countries concerned. The
fapanese Consul in Sydney in 1901, when
be first immigration law was brought into
iperation, while protesting against it, said
bat Japan was prepared to concede the
ight of the Government of Australia to
irniit the number of persons who might be
,llowed to land here. The Indian delegate to
pe imperial Conference as late as 1918
?ioved a resolution to the effect that all
puntries should have the right to controll
be composition of the population of their
-spective countries, and it is interesting also
' realise that it was not until 1922 that
'ritish Indians were permitted to vote at a
tommonwealth election in Australia. I think
tthough it is recognised on the surface by
Ie rulers of these countries that we have
he right to exclude people we do not want,
'or White Australia policy is generally re'
Carded as one of selfishness, and it will be
uor job to show the League of Nations or
TJN.O., or any other authority set UP.
oternationally to keep the peace of the
vorid, that that policy is not an arrogant
laimi to race superiority but is due mainly
o our desire to preserve our Australian way
f life.

There is one thing that can be said to our
redit, though I have heard it suggested

should he otherwise, and that is thaiu
o date we have not brought out any coolies
o do our hard work. While it is said by
iny that Australians have ridden into pros-
crity on the sheep's back, I hope it will
ever be said that we rode on the backs of
oolies and coloured races in order to de-
elop the Northern portion of our contin-
at. We should demonstrate to the people
f those countries that we are prepared to
Al as good neighbours to them in a world
rder; that we are prepared to trade freely
uith them; that they can have our surpluses,
od we arc prepared to take theirs. At .111
ines, however, we should tell them carefully
nd politely, but nevertheless emphatically,
hat we are going to reserve for ourselves
or all time the right to decide what the com-
'osition of the population of this country
igoing to be.

On motion by Mr. R~ead, debate adjourn-

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,700,000.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 5.58 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT book the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.

As to Commonwealth-State Rental Scheme.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chief
Secretary:

1, What types of houses are being built
by the Housing Division of the Public
Works Department under the Common-
wealth-State Rentdl Housing Scheme?

2, How many of each type were com-
pleted during the year ended the 30th June,
1946?V

3, How many of each type were under
construction as at the 30th June, 19461

4, Of those completed during the year
elided the 30th June, 1946, what was the
average cost of each type?

5, When quoting the average cost of
each type, will the Minister advise if those
costs include any provision for administra-
tive and other overhead costs?

6, What is the average of administrative
and other overhead costs for each type?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
As the reply to the question is altogether

too long for me to read and is really in
the form a return, I shall place it on the
Table of the House.

Return presented.
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POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION.

As to Service Training and Land
Settlement Schemes.

Ron. A. THOMSON asked the Chief
Secretary:-

1, is the Chief Secretary aware of the
dissatisfaction existing among Service per-
sonnel at the failure of the Reconstruction
Training Scheme and the Land Settlement
Scheme to measure up to what members of
the Forces were led to expect?

2, Is he aware that, at the end of June,
out of 4,306 applications for full time voca-
tional training only 1,223 were receiving
training?

3, Can ho inform the House what is the
cause of the delay and slow rate of intake
of accepted trainees?

4, Has any intimation been conveyed by
this Government to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment of the dissatisfaction existing in
Western Australia?

5, If so, what has been the result?

6,. If not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

1, I am aware that a degree of dissatis-
faction has been expressed.

2, Yes. The statistics were presented by
the Deputy Director of Post-War Recon-
struction to a recent meeting of the W.A.
Regional Re-establishment Committee, of
which the Deputy Director is Chairman.

3, The Commonwealth Reconstruction
Training Scheme is the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government. The State
is co-operating with the Commonwealth by
placing its technical education facilities at
the disposal of the Commonwealth. It is
not responsible for the aetermination of
training rates or quotas. I understand that
the scheme provides that as far as possible
training for skilled occupations shall not
be in excess of the capacity of industry
to absorb the trainees into full-time em-
ployment in the various occupations after
training. Training quota are recom-
mended to the Regional Reconstruction
Training Committees by appropriate Indus-
trial Training Committees composed of rep-
resentatives of employers' and employees'
organisations. In general the training rate
.for any one skilled occupation is such that

by training in four successive relays the
ultimate training target will he met in two
years. The figures quoted arc in conformity
with that policy.

4, The W.A. Reg&ional Reconstruction
Training Committee is responsible for the
administration of the Commonwealth Re-
construction Training Scheme in accord-
ance with the policy determined by the Cen-
tral Reconstruction Training Committee,
and to ensure the closest collaboration be-
tween the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments, the W.A. Committee consists of the
Superintendent of Technical Education in
his capacity of Deputy Director of Indus-
trial Training, an officer of the Agricul-
tural Department as Deputy Co-ordinator
of Rural Training, the Vice Chancellor of
the University representing the Universitirs
Commission, and the Deputy Commissioner,
representing the Repatriation Commission,
together with represen tatires of employers,
employees and es-servicemen's associations,
together with the Deputy Director of Post-
War Reconstruction, the latter being chair-
man. This committee is in constant.
communication with the Commonwealth
authorities.

5, There has been a considerable increa.-e
dluring the past few months in the number
of ex-ervieemen who have commenced train-
ing of a vocational and professional ty.pe
anti it is anticipated that the numbers wiU
continue to increase.

6,A nswered by 5.

RED CROSS BLOOD TRANSFUSION
SERVICE.

Asi to Accommodation and Financial
Control.

Hon. J. G. HISLoP asked the Chief
Secretary:

1, Is the Minister aware that the Red
Cross Blood Transfusion Service is faced
with the necessity of finding new quarters?

2, If so, is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to assist in the provision of necessary
quarters so that this essential service can
continue?

3, If so, is it possible to advise as to
what -stvps are being taken?

4, Is the task of continuing this service
to lie undertaken entirely by the Red Cross?
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5, If not, what part is to he played by
the Red Cross, and under what financial
aind administrative control will the service
lie maintained?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes, but new temporary quarters are.

I understand, being negotiated.
2, Yes. Permianent premises should be

close to the Perth Hospital and the Gov-
ernment is negotiating with the Perth City
Council for a site on the land in Welling-
ton street opposite the hospital, owned by
the Perth City Council.

3, Answered by Nb. 2.
4 and 5, Future policy has not been de-

cidled yet, and the Government is awaiting
a declaration of policy by the Red Cross
Central Executive.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

For it/ Day.

Debate resumned from the 1st August.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [4.871,
1 desire, with other members, to offer you,
Sir, my heartiest congratulations on your
elevation to the very hionourable position
of President of the Legislative Council of
Western Australia. I feel that you will
worthily uphold the traditions of tbe posi-
tion. When I camne here some 18 yearTs
agoi I gave voice to thoughts which I con-
sidered should be expressed. Without
wishing to give offence to any member of
this old and august Chamber, I considered,
when I camne here, that it was my duty
to say just what I thought, and I an, afraid
that in doing so I gave some of the older
ineibers, of whom I think you, Mr. Presi-
dent, were one, cause to feel offended. But
time has led me to believe--I may be
wrong-that the more members got to
k(now me, the better they understood Rue.
and that even if their fondness for me did
not increase they realised that it was due
to something in me.

So I want to hark back to a much earlier
period than when I entered this Chamber.
I shall allude to something that occurred
during the 1014-18 war wvhen the con-
seription issue arose. I hope I will be for-
given for referring to the part that you,
Sir, played in that momentous question,
and how you were dealt with for having
th- courage to stand up and say just what
.you thought. A fellow feeling nmakes us

wondrous kind! Having gone through a
similar experience I want to assure you,
Sir, that I have some small idea of just
what it cost you to express your opinion,
and I honour you for it. I wish to welcome
the new members to the Chamber. I do
not feel that I am old enough to offer them
advice, but I do say to them that if they
have anything to say, the sooner they do
so the better because this place sort of
grows on one so that after having been here
for a wvhile one feels that one does not
want to say anything out of the ordinary
for fear of hurting the feelings of other
members.

While I am referring to members gener-
ally, I hope you, Mr. President, will pardon
me if I take up a few minutes in order to
say something that I consider somebody
should say. Let that somebody he me. The
people quite rightly expect something from
the representatives they send to Parlia-
mnent to make the laws that they are coal-
])Olled to oibcy. While the people expect
something from their parliamentary repre-
sentatives, they also should expect something
from their teachers. We have teachers from
whom the people expect something, wvhether
those men be teachers in infant schools,
secondary schools, high schools or the Uni-
versity. Quite recently I was rather pained
to read something from the pen of an ex-
professor, who continually indulges in ridi-
culing and belittling parliamentary repre-
sentatives. That gentleman is entitled to say
what lie thinks, hut I do not know that he
will achieve any good by continuing his be-
littling of, and casting aspersions upon,
members elected to Parliament.

The es-professor has had the advantage
of a really good education. He is gifted;
let as frankly recognise that fact. The par-
liamentary library contains upwards of a
dozen of his books. What good does he ex-
pect to do by continuing along the lines ho
has adopted with regard to members of Per-
liament? Last night I listened to an addlres
over the air by Air. Makin, who is to repre-
sent Australia as the first ambassador from
this country to America. He broadcast at
message to the people of the Commonwealth.
I have not the pleasure of his acquamintaince,
mnd Mr. Makin belongs to the Labour Party,
to which I am opposed. In my opiniha Mr.
Makin made a wonderful speech.

Heon. L. B. Bolton: I think he did, too.
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I wish the ex- As 1 have mentioned before, I recognise that
professor, to whom I am referring, could
have heard Mr. Makin's speech. The gentle-
man has much more experience of parlia-
mentary members than has the es-professor.
In fact, what does this former p~rofessor of
the University, who must be something
of a recluse, know about the ordinary man
in the street, or even about memibe.' o' Par-
liament? I certainly wish Mr. Makin's mes-
sage could be printed and circulated among
the people. It must be recognised that there
are good and bad in all sorts of assemiefs.
There are good and bad policemen; good and
bad civil servants; good and bad teachers,
and possibly good and bad members of
Parliament.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And the same
applies to the churches.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I myself have been
critical of members of Parliament, but in
the main I think we are no better and no
worse than any other section of society. The
majority of us who camne here did not buy
our way in. I can declare on all that is
sacred that I certainly did not; in fact, I
had not the money with which to buy my
way into this Chamber. The ex-professor
talked about donations to bowling clubs. In
my opinion, the bowling clubs should take
this matter up. I do not see how this ex-
professor expects to do any good by his
attitude, and I do not know what effect his
comments will have on the coming genera-
tion in consequence of his continued asper-
sions on members of Parliament. It cannot
do any good at all. As Mr. Makin said last
night, let us keep and hold fast to our par-
liamentary institution. Here wve have in the
former professor a man who should know
better. I think he can do better than emu-
late the gentleman who lived a long time
ago-I refer to Charles Dickens--who grew
satirical at the expense of what we would
refer to as road board members by describ-
ing them as "bumbles."

That sort of talk may have suited the
times, but I think it is opportune now for
this gentleman to whom I am alluding to
rise above himself and just consider whether
he is doing any good by adopting his piresent
attitude, whether he will achieve anything
by continuing to ridicule and throwv bricks
at members of Parliament. In referring, to
him I speak more in sorrow than in anger.

he is a gifted man, and I think he could
employ his talents to much better purpose.

I am glad that Mr. Williams is in the
Chamber. That hon. member rose in his seat
a few years ago and dealt with a subject
that did not seem to meet with the pleasure
of your good self, Mr. President. As an old
established member you seemed to object, as
it were, to his reflecting upon the manner
in which the committees of this Chamber
were elected. It did not take long, however,
before this old and conservative body, as it
is described by some people, embraced the
ideas Mr. Williams enunciated and the other
day we saw that bon. member himself elected
to a committee.

Hon. C. B. Williams: After four or five
years of fight.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I congratulate
Mr. Williams on his appointment to the
House Committee, and I feel sure he will
pull his full weight in the deliberations of
that body. As a result of the action taken
by Mr. WVilliams, we had circulated amongst
us some months ago a document that I think
members are entitled to receive, not only
from the House Committee but from the
other committees as well. Why should not
Parliament conduct its business in an up-
to-date manner? In the first speech I made
in Parliament I expressed somewhat similar
sentiments to those uttered by Air. Williams.
When a committee is elected as the stand-
ing committees are, I think that, as a matter
of courtesy, those bodies should supply mem-
bers of Parliament, when they re-assemble
each year, with a summary of what the com-
mittees have done during the preceding 12
months.

Hon. W. R. Hall: There is no reason why
it should not have been done.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We have received
from the House Committee a report giving
members some idea of what progress is
being made by that body. It provides us
with information that will be useful when
we are told by people from time to time
that we belong to the most exclusive club
in Perth where we get everything free, in-
eluding bed and bedding. We can now show
that we are attempting to pay our way.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not only attempting
it but doing it wonderfully well-
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Members will
agree that there is one most pressing need
facing us in this State. It confronts the
Commonwealth and faces the rest of the
world as well. Just how it will be dealt with
I do not know, but we have a responsibility
in Western Australia that we must accept.
I refer to the failure to supply homes for
those fine young fellows who have returned
from oversea after fighting against our
foes. In common with other members, every
week I receive letters from, or have inter-
views with, returned soldiers who want to
know whether I can do anything that will
enable them to get homes for their young
wives and families. I know it is quite easy
to criticise the Government in a hostile man-
ner, but this trouble is world-wide. I am
not a practical builder like Mr. Thomson.
At Katanning I saw him quite recently doing
a little bit of practical work in an endeavour
to get homes erected for a couple of returned
men.

I think that the State Government could
perhaps have taken a more active interest in
seeing that many of the buildings located
throughout the State that belong to the Com-
monwealth Government and were formerly
used by the military authorities, were avail-
ed of, or the materials with which they were
constructed used, for the benefit of returned
men who are so sadly in need of homes.
As is well known, we have at Geraldton
an Air Force camp which is practically de-
serted. A number of buildings there could
he well applied to the purpose I have men-
tioned. They are still empty, while I know
of a number of young returned men who
are living anywhere and everywhere in Ger-
aldton, as are returned men in other places,
some of them with their "in-laws." Some-
thing has been done to bring home to the
headquarters of the R.K.A.F. in Melbourne
the necessity of doing something, but I do
not know how far the negotiations have pro-
gressed. If the State Government has hot
taken action to expedite a final decision in
the matter, I sincerely hope it will do so
as quickly as possible.

Then we have the regrettable fact that
we have been unable to place one single
returned soldier on the land up to date. I
understand that to be so. As I said in this
Chamber last year, and I do not think any-
body will disagree with the statemnedt, we
have in Mr. Fyfe an excellent gentleman

who is in charge of returned soldier land
settlement in this State. I am sure the fault
is not his, but there is something that is
hainging the matter up between the two
Governments. We heard the Chief Sec-
retary say in reply to a question just now
that it is not the fault or the omission of
the State Government; that the matter is
purely a Commonwealth one. Whatever the
difference is, it should be smoothed out, be-
cause the two Governments represent exactly
the same people and yet they are at vari-
ance on important matters. Last year the
Mingenew Road Board wrote to me a letter
which I quoted last session. I propose to
repeat it, because there is a very large area
of land close to the railway out from Minge-
new at present lying practically unused. The
secretary says in his letter-

Twenty-three landowners hold 317,517 acres
of land, of which 132,137 acres is first-elans
land within 16 miles of the railway, served
with good roads and telephone.

I have no doubt that Mr. Fyfe has inspected
this land which, as the secretary of the road
board says, is first-class, and I would like
to know whether Mr. Fyfe intends to settle
any soldiers on it. The secretary continues-

Of these landholders, 17 hold 122,000 acres
of first-class land, and on this area resides a
population of approximately 54 persons. My
board has suggested that a maximum of
3,000 acres should be the ownership of one
person and the balance used for the purpose
of closer settlement.

The Mingenew Road Board comprises men
of practical experience who know what they
are talking about, and I sincerely hope that
something will be done to make this land,
and also other land, available for our re-
turned soldiers. It may be asked why we
should want to place men on land belonging
to the Midland Railway Co. If anybody
said that to me, I should reply, "We wvant
to take a broader outlook than that. We
want to obtain the best land possible, situ-
ated as close to a railway line as possible,
for our returned men."

Most members wvill no doubt be surprised
that at the commencement of the session
we have had laid on the Table of the House
the report of the Auditor General. I think
this is an excellent innovation, and I hops
it wvill hecome the practice in future. I have
during previous sessions referred to the
fact that the report is usually presented to-
wards the close of the session and this, I
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maintain, is quite wrong. I am aware that Nothing is allowed for depreciation!
during the war years there was a shortage
:of clerks and consequently some excuse for
the delay. Now, however, we have evidently
got hack to normal and Mr. Nicholas, our new
Auditor General, is to be commended for
the promptness with wvhich he has made his
report available. Recurring to tile last ses-
sion, we had at times heated debate en the
increase in harbour charges which the
farmers are called upon to pay. Those of
us representing farmers said that the latter
had enough charges to meet without an at-
tempt being made to increase them.

Hon. A. Thomson: The charge was in-
creased, too.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Many members
pointed out that the Fremantle Harbour
Trust wvas by no means hard up, and that
is proved by the Auditor General's report.
We find that the Trust made a profit of
£328,929, which probably has been paid into)
Consolidated Revenue. To raise the charge',
to men who are continually eoimplaining--
and with justification-that they are not
getting a payable price for their product,
which is true, is not the way to encourage
them, and they nleed fill the encouragement

,wve can give them. The statement that
farmaers are not getting a payable price
for their. wheat was not made by anly
farmers' representative in Parliament or by
,any organisation connected with farmers. It
hans been Proved as the result of inquiries
.made by Royal Commissions which have
been held from time to time to inquire into
the cost of production.

Faven now we are threatened hy Mr.
'Scully, the Federal Minister for Ag-
.riculture, with yet another Royal Comn-
mrission .to inquire into the cost of
production of wheat. I admit that the
task is difficult. One farmer can Produce
aIt a profit at much less cost than another
farmer. All we ask for is a fair average
price that will enable the farmer at least
to remain on his holding and pay his way.
I am struck by the Auditor General's refer-
.oee to State hotels. He says on page 21-

Nothing was added to the reserve for re-
pairs and renewals in 1944-45. and allowing
for the amount of £1,000 added in 1943-44

>.wnd the increase of £*1,712 in expenditure on
.such repairs charged to tile profit and loss
.account in 1944-45, it Will be seen that the
net results for thle two years Were approxi-
mately the same.

Surely, the small profit of £2j941 in 1943-
44 and £C2,179 in 1944-45 vanishes if de-
preciation is taken into account. That
does not seem to me to be a very sound
way to conduct a utility which should be
a great revenue producer. I would like
to refeor to our harbours. At page 11 of
the Auditor General's report we find this-

Tile expenditure for the year included
£7,544 6s. 7d. on the canteen, £1,320 4a. 5id.
for rest rooms, and £3,621 5s. 4d. on North
Wharf.

As to the canteen and the rest rooms, I
think it but right that in a Government
utility of this kind we should provide such
amenities for the men, as they have to work
all times of the day and night; but I also
consider that if the Fremnantle Harbour
Trust is doing its best to provide the men
at some cost with these amenities, the men
should reciprocate and endeavour to play
the gaine with the people whose property
they handle. We frequently see reports in
the Press indicating that waterside workers
have appeared before the court on a charge
of pillaging-I could have used the word
''stealing.'' If the union desires to exer-
cise that discipline which is necessary with
all large bodies of men, it is time it said,
''We are not going to he branded as a lot
of pillagers-not to use a harsher word-
but arc going to take action against those
men who have no regard for the honour
of the organisation.'" That would not he
asking too much of the union. Perhaps
drastic steps might he withheld for the
first offence, but steps should be taken to
prevent these people from indulging re-
peatedly in this business of pillaging, and
the union in its own interests should take
action to see th.et it does not occur again.
It is becoming alto 'gether too rife. There
seems to be a wvave of it.

I am sorry to see that the State Brick-
works showed a loss £3,750. Perhaps that
can be satisfactorily accounted for. The
total net loss on the State Shipping Service
was £1,383,000. I suppose that was only
to be expected. Reference is also made to
the Wyndham Freezing Works, that old
hardy annual. I commend the Auditor
General for allowing Parliament to have
his report so early in the session.

Amongst the matters that are fully Con-
trolled by the Government is education.
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We know there has been an awakening in
connection with educational matters in
Australia during the last 12 or 18 months.
I do not know whether this is generally
known to members, hut the Teachers'
Union itself regards this question as of
such importance that it appointed an
organiser to tell the people what they are
missing by not taking sufficient interest in
education and demanding from the Gov-
ernment equal educational opportunities
for the children of this State, comparable
with the opportunities offered in the other
States of Australia and elsewhere in the
world. The union is paying( this organiser
£12 a week and travelling expenses. That
speaks volumes for the great and sincere
interest that is being taken by the school-
teachers in the endeavour to hring home
t~o the Government the absolute necessity
of doing more than it is at present.

As I said last session, owing to the
many disabilities under which the State
Government labours because of the sparsely
populated areas of Western Australia it
is perhaps natural to say "Thcw much
further can we go?" Possibly the Minis-
ter for Education is asking himself that
question now. If we were all prepared
to pay more taxation no doubt the Govern-
ineet would gladly spend the money on
education. It seems to me, from the mass
of material I have here and the letters I
have received from Parents and Citizens'
Associations in my province, that the people
are going to demand that more money shall
be spent in providing hetter education for
our children than they have received in the
past. Not only do they want better tuition
but they want better and more tip-to-date
buildings and a better environment for the
children. I have letters from all sorts of
people in all sorts of places. I think I ob-
tained this information from the Auditor
General's report-if not, I obtained it from
some other authentic source-namely, that
in 1944-45 the Vote for Education stood at
£C889,302. and the Director and his staff
spent £E888,034, leaving a credit balance of
£358. I do not know why the balance was
not spent; that must have been an over-
sight.

The Government realises the need for more
money being spent and proposes this year,
I understand, to speed £915,708, an increase
of £26,406. From this we gather that the

Government will enideavour to apend alt the
money it can get on this important matter.
Millions can be found for what is regarded
as essential work such as the new electricity'
supply at Fremantle, the alunite worksz, and
others. I do not say that that money should
not he spent, but when we meet people it
the country and say, "There must be a limit
to expenditure on schools," we are quickly
reminded that money can be found for trad-'
ing purposes, There is certainly justifica-
tion for the statement that we cannot find
money for any better purpose than for the
education of our children.

In the Minister for Education we have a
gentleman who has had experience as a
teacher. When a man has had practical ex-
perience of a calling we have a -right to.
expect something better from himi than from 'a man who has not had that practical ex-
perience. I know that the Minister, the
Director, and the senior officials are wedded
to the bus service. That is all right in its
proper place, but I maintain that it is not
a fit service for or a proper method of'
taking younger children to school. Members.
of other provinces than mine know that
many of these buses are nothing more nor
less than glorified lorries, ordinary lorries
with a few seats placed in them.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: A decent bus has been
adopted now; there is no more of that sort
of thing.

Hfon. E. H. H. HALL: I believe that is so.
The war may have been the cause of the
ether hases being brought into use. When
young children are transported long dis-
tances they have to get up early in the morn-
ing and generally do not return home until
late at night. I believe in the doctrine,
"Everything in its place." I know the dis-
advantages both for the teachers and for'
the children in a small school. This bus aer-
vice for young children also has its dis-
advantages. I have here a letter from Miss
Hooten, the general secretary of the
Parents and Citizens' Association, support-
ing this view. I have also 'clippings from
whichb I could quote showing that the presi-
dent of the Country Teachers' Association
supports the statement I have just made.

I have ascertained the amounts spent by.
the other States on education. The latest
figures I have are for 1043. In that year
New South Wales spent £C8.47 per head;p
Victoria 9.2; Queensland £7.8; South Aus-
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tralia £7.6; Western Australia £6.9; and
Tasmania £14.7. Since then the Premier of
New South Wales, Mr. Me~ell, the Leader
of the Labour Government, has determined
that his State should not take second place
to any other state. I am credibly informed
that last year the Government of New South
Wales decided to increase teachers' salaries,
in order to attract and retain the services
of the best teachers available, the increase
being £1,000,000. That seems incredible but
I am assured it is correct. In 1943 a major
change was agreed to by the New South
Wales Government, the change being in con-
nection with the classification of teachers
and the introduction of the teachers' certifi-
cate, leading to an expenditure of £250,000.
The salaries agreement, dated the 26th April,
1946, will increase the Government ex-
penditure in New South Wales on salaries
by approximately £1,000,000. The leaving
age was also raised to 15 years some three
years ago.

There was a reference in the Speech to
the school-leaving age in this State. The
Minister for Education expects next year to
raise the age. I would not like to say that
was a pious wish on his part. 1 believe the
Government is just as anxious as is anybody
else to raise the school-leaving age on the
ground that it is necessary to fall into line
with the other States. While we are in our
present position with regard to building
operations, I ask how we can raise the school-
leaving age. We must provide the necessary
accommrodation for the children; that will be
the first thing to do. I hope that aceom-
modation will be found next year bitt I see
little chance of that coming about.

A matter upon which I have been ap-
proached by various parents and citizens'
associations is in connection with providing
hostel accommodation for school children.
The Victoria District and other districts con-
tribute many children for Geraldton but the
young people have to find accommodation
where they can. I see no use in providing a
high school curriculum and saying to the
children, "It is your parents' job to billet
you where they can." It is generally ad-
rnitted to be impossible for children to do
justice to themselves either in the Junior
or Leaving examinations without a consider-
able amount of night study. The provision
of suitable accommodation for them should
be taken into consideration. I have here a

letter dated the 14th March, 1946, signed
by Mr. O'Mahony, the secretary to the
Director of Education. It is as follows:-

May I reply to your letter of the l1tb
March to which you attached a request from
tile Yandanooka Parents aud Gitizens' Asso.
ciation that the Government establish a hostel
at Ueraldton for the accommodation of high
school studentst

As you have stated, it is not the policy of
the Government to provide such hostels though
recognising the necessity for them. It would
prefer to encourage local groups to establish
and maintain hostels rather than to assume
full responsibility for them. Quite recently
the Methodist Church opened a hostel at
Albany and the indications arc that organiss-
tions are desirous of providing hostel facili-
ties in other places. The Government has,
at present, under consideration the question of
paying a "living-saayfrom-homc" allowance
for all children who are obliged to leave home
for the purpose of obtaining their education
whether at the primary or post-primary level.
If the Government can manage to make these
payments, the provision of hostels by local
groups should he greatly facilitated.

That may be so, but I think the Govern-
ment should take a more active part than
just paying the away-from-home allowance,
and should assist in the establishment of
hostels for the children. I have a cutting
from "The West Australian" of the 24th
July, showing that Mr. Leslie, the member
for Mt. Marshall, who was attending the
opening of a hostel at Koorda, is reported
to have said-

Because the Koorda district is the pioneer
in providing, without Government assistance
of auny kind, this essential educational facility
for country children, I suggest that similair
primary school children's hostels when puc.-
vided elsewhere--as must eventually be done--
should be called "Koorda hostels.''

The Government will have to find the mioney
to provide hostels if we wish country
children to receive the education to which
they are entitled. Unless parents can have
the assurance that their children are not
going to suffer such disabilities, we will
continue to have that drift to the city,
about which I have heard our parliamentary
representatives complaining for many
years. I can understand the Government's
representatives in this Chamber being tired
of the subject, but we have to deal with
these things as we find them. Although
I have had some hard things to say at
times, I desire to he fair.
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I attended a meeting convened by some
people who called themselves "The Com-
mittee for the Defence of Native Rights."
An estimable gentleman, the Very Rev.
Dean Moore, is patron. The president is
Dr. A. T. H. Jolley, the vice-presidents
are Mr. D. W. McLeod and Mr. GI. Fox-
croft and the treasurer is Padre H. P. V.
Dodge. One of the three trustees is Mrs.
Valiance, a lady who stands high in the
esteem of many people and who has done
a lot of splendid work. As far as I could
see, I was the only member of Parliament)
at that meeting. I do not think people
should be allowed to defame the name of
the State as these people did. I stand for
free speech and free assemblies, but to
blame the State for the things for which
these people blamed it is wrong. If the
Minister refused to meet them, as they
said, I think that was a grave error of
judgment. A Minister is a public servant
and when a deputation wishes to wait on
him he should receive it; then people have
no excuse for making mis-statements such
as these people indulged in. I understand
they have communicated with the United
Nations Organisation, to bring the State
of Western Australia up before it.

There are men here who have had a lot
of experience of our natives and half-
castes, over many years, and I have had
some experience of them at Wiluna and
Mount Sir Samuel. I was on a deputa-
tion that went to the Minister, and on that
occasion Mrs. Valiance made a certain
statement, but, on going through the fliles,
I found that not only did the department
get hold of the girl in question and act
as both father and mother to her until she
was about to be married, hut it secured
the services of a minister and had her
married, and provided her with pocket
money. I told Mrs. Vallanee to go through
the file and said that if she could find
anything to substantiate her statement that
the girl had been robbed, I would bring
the matter before Parliament. Last year
I read some correspondence about the con-
duct of certain people employed by the
State in their dealings with aborigines and
hsilf-castes, hult I think it is wrong for
a group of people to hire the Town Hall
atnd defame the name of the State.

We hear a lot about Mr. Moseley, and
)nly last week I was with a body of people

who should have known better, but who
said that if the Government would only
give effect to Mr. Moseley 's report there
would be a big improvement. I have here
a copy of a broadcast given by Mr. Moseley,
which was made available to me by the
A.B.C. In it Mr. Moseley says that the
Government has given effect to a good
many of his recommendations. In common
with other member;, I have a sheaf of
correspondence from road boards all over
the State, as the result of resolutions
passed by the Murehison Road Boards
Association. I was there when the resolu-
tion was passed in 1945 and I have here a
letter dated the 14th October, 1945.

For the sake of one member I would
say that the first meeting convened by the
Committee for the Defence of Native Rights
was held on the 4th June, 1946, so that the
people of the Murchison have nothing to
do with those who met in the Perth Town
Hall. Mr. Marshall is the memher for
Murchison, and I wrote back, telling these
people that it would not be the sligbtest
use my complying with their request to
move for a Select Committee to inquire
into this matter, on which there have al-
ready been Royal Commissions and Select
Committees, because, even supposing the
House carried the motion, the Government
could, and might, ignore the recommenda-
tion as it has done before. The Govern-
ment might say, "We are doing our level
best to deal with a difficult problem and do
not want any more Royal Commissions or
Select Committees. We know what -to do
and the only thing that prevents us doinig
it is want of money." I would not like
the people of the Murohison to defeat Mr.
Marshall, who I think is proving his worth
as a Minister. He has the courage of his
convictions and is proving himself a good
-Minister. The Meckatharra and Mure'sort
people, pastoralists as well as goldutinere,
would say, "We will try to fix this tling
up in some other way, but we ilo -not want
to lose Billy Marshall."

Thle Committee for the Defence of Native
Rights has circuisrised all the road boards
in the State, and even my own road board
could not write quickly enough to ask m-e
to move for a Select Committee, but I can-
not do anything of the kind. Until the
State Government can get from the Com-
monwealth Government the finance it should
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have, I cannot see us making much beid-
way in .this matter. The fact that we
:cornpal aboriginal and half-caste children
to go to school until they are 14 years of
age does not matter; they should be taught

touse their hands and to be of somne use
io the State. The policy of feedir- natives
without requiring them to work is dleplor-
Able.. I have here a letter which rnds-

I have been directed by my board to advise
you that it wholeheartedly supports the senti-
ments expressed by the iMeekatharra Parents
and Citizens' Associatioa in their letter to you
61 October 14th last dealing with native ques-
tions, I am enclosing a copy of the associa-

* tion'a correspiondence of November 11 last,
and which was dealt with at my board's ordi-
nary ifteeting held on November 16th. It will
appreciate any valuable assistance that you
will be able to render this association.

,.The parents and citizens' associations are
also taking the matter rip. Twenty-five per-
cent, of the children attending the Mlfeka-
tharra school are aborigineg, and I have th,
g-reatest sympathy for the Meekathacr-i par-
ents and citizens. it is all very fine to say,
in Perth, that wve cannot go- in for segregn-
.tion, but the mother in Perth who keeps
her children sweet and clean does not havo
to see them sitting alongside these unfor-
tunate children who are anything hut sweet
and clean. The Education Department says
that the teacher has authority to send a
child home. The teacher can send a white
child home if the child is not clean, and I
certainly sympathise with the Meckatharra
parents and citizens in the attitude they
take. The Minister has given the inatier
thought and has written a letter stating
that he is totally against the segregation of
the children. At the Gcrnldton primary
school, with an attendance of 500 or 600
children, there are some 10 or 12 native
children, hut where we have a goldfleldE
school, with 25 per cent. of the children
natives, I do not think members woutl like
their children to attend classes there. I spoke
on this matter at one time and Mr. Albany
Bell wrote a letter to "The West Australian"
and suggested that I should be ashamed to
say that aboriginal and half-caste child-
-ren should be taken from their parents, yet
we do the same thing when the parents of
white children are not looking after them.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is correct.

Hon. ER H. H. HALL: I could show menm-
bers three half-caste families living within
a few miles of Geraldton, and they are not

the outcome of a white man's association
with a black woman. As is well known, half.
caste men arc marrying half-caste women,
and they are breeding like rabbits. Thest
three families that I have mentioned are
living in their natural surroundings with
only vecry rough sanitary eonveaienee,, if
any, and there is no chance for them tu
ge t a lbath, as there is little or no water.
When these children live in camps there are
no means of keeping them clean. Habits
of cleanliness do not come to children nat-
u1rally. Those of us who have brought up
f amilies know that it is necessary morning,
noon and night to insist upon children clean-
ig their teeth and keeping their bodies

clean. What chance have the unfortunates
iii these native camps to bring up theit
children as they should be and so that they
might associate with white children? It i~s
all very well to say that God made us all
black, white and yellow, but circuinstancee
alter cases. A lot of the people down her(
who talk in that 'way ought to go to the
Gold fields and see the conditions prevailing
there. To give an instance, I quote the fol.
[owing letter from the Minister for Educa-
tion dated the 25th October, 1945:-

I bave for acknowledgment your letter ol
the 4th instant pubmitting certain recoin
niendarians and requests in connection with
the education of native children.

Theo Director of Education, whom you ad
dressed in the samne terms, has shown me hh!
reply with which r am in complete agreement
I do not propose, therofore, to do other that
say I have given macl thought over a ver1
long period to the mutter of educeation o1
native children wvith the result that I am moal
definitely atgainst segregation. Recently I at
tended a school sports meeting at Doiverir
wherCe a number of coloured children competed
nd I was struck by the evidence of friendli

ness, atniountiuig almost to affection, existing.
between the native and white children whn
were scholars at the same schools. The con
dition and behaviour of the native ehildrei
left nothing to be desired.

That is all right, hut when children an
brought up in camps amongst doga axu
other unsavoury features that I shall no
mention, it is of no use talking of theji
associating with -white children.

Some couple of years ago I moved f'oi
the appointment of a Select Committee t(
inquire into juvenile delinquency. I did noi
feel that I had had sufflicient experience t(
take the chairmanship, and so I asked Sii
Hal Colehatch to act in that capacity.
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reasoned that he had had a long political
experience and that, with him as chairman,
we could put up a report in -reasonable
language that would perhaps have some
effect. Alter 1 had pleaded with him to
undertake this duty, he consented. But what
was the result? The Government put into
force only one of the recommendations of
the Select Committee. To be perfectly fair,
the Government had half decided before the
committee met upon taking this course, but
some difference of opinion between two sets
of officials prevented the contemplated
action being taken, namely;- the erection of
a wore suitable detention room. There is no
doubt about thd accuracy of the committee's
report. The place of detention for boys on
remand-boys awaiting trial-was absolute-
ly disgraceful to any civilised community.
The committee viewed the premises, and I
consider that we were justified in using
fairly strong language in recommending that
the Government at once provide a building
which would not be an offence to our
civilisation.

This morning I asked permission of the
Commissioner of Police to see the new build-
ing, and arrangements were made accord-
ingly. Well, it certainly is a big im-
provement, but the pity is that the
building wa~s erected in a yard. The
room is by no means large enough and
it is janimed up between stables and
an office where some of the police have
to work. The place was somewhat smelly
and the room was certainly not very credit-
able for a Government building. In my
opinion, the whole place should be pulled
down. In fact, it would be a good idea to
carry the demolition right along Roe-street
and clean up the whole of that section of the
city. It is time that the City Council con-
demned the whole of those houses and got
rid of them.

The Select Committee also recommended
that a council be appointed in order to
obtain co-ordination between departments.
We found that the various department;, in-
cluding the Child Welfare Department, had
bpeen acting almost as separate units; one
did saot know what the other was doing. For
instance, m boy might be ordered six months
in an institution and in three weeks' time
& policeman would see him in the street,
We asked how that could happen, and were
told, "Someone came along and told us that
if we released Tommy Jones, he would be

looked after, and that it was a pity for him
to he stuck away in an institution." So he
wvould be released, buot the other Government
departments responsible would not be ad-
vised, and thus there was an entire lack of
co-ordination. The Select Committee, fol-
lowing the lead of South Australia, recoin-
mended the constitution of a council con-
sisting of the principal Government officers
dealing with youths. I think I am right in
saying that the only recommendation of the
Select Committee that was adopted was the
one for the building of a new detention
room. Let me quote a passage f rom a re-
port in "The West Australian" of the 4th
April, 1940, as follows:-

Mr. Schroeder: I amn seeding you boys to
differenlt institutions not under Section 20, be-
cause power has been given to the secretary
of the Child Welfare Department to alter my
recommendations-

That does not seem to be right. The
secretary of the Child Welfare Department
is a very fine gentleman, hut Mr. Schroeder
made this complaint. He continued-
-but under Section 25 where the Governor's
approval is necessary to make any altera-
tions to my recommcndations. I have had
bitter experiences of boys in institutions put-
ting their heads tegether and absconding to
commit further offees. In one year 15 boys
committed 212 offenees. I don't want to give
youi boys the opportunity of getting together
again.

The Select Committee dealt with that specifle
point, hut apparently this sort of thing is
still going on. I hold no brief for Mr.
Schroeder; with some of the things he does,
I do not agree, but he heard the ease and
passed sentence and I do not think that the
secretary of the Child Welfare Department
or anyone else should be allowed to alter the
magistrate's decision without first consulting-
him. I ain wondering whether the Govern-
ment could not appoint a psychologist to
act in conjunction with Mr. Schroeder. Boys
are being brought before the magistrate
continually, and mostly for all sorts of petty
offences, without having previously been
psychologically examined, so far as I know.
I do not say that it is not done, but I do
not think we have an officer devoting all his
time to this duty. I believe that these boys
are brought belore Mr. Schroeder without
being first examined by a psychologist. In
order that Mr. Schroeder might have a
proper appreciation of an offender's weak-
nesses, I think he should he informed how
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the boy had reacted to psychological exam in-
ation, and without that I do not think any-
body could make the punishment fit the
crime.

I congratulate the Commissioner of Police
on the establishment of the police boys'
dlubs, which are doing excellent work. There
is also the idea of his sergeants visiting the
schools and tailking to the children so that
they might understand that the police are
there to care for them and not to hunt them
down and put them inside. In addition, the
Commissioner has arranged for some of him
men to give talks about the frightful acci-
dent rate on the roads and the safety
measures to be adopted. This is all to the
good.

Members are aware of the accident that
happened on the Midland line recently. For-
tunately for me, I was on the train before
that one. My state of hcalth has not been
of tho best lately end I consider myself
fortunate that I was not in the accident, I
have before me a copy of the Act dealing
with the Midland Railway Company, and am
wondering whether the conditions laid down
by law arc being complied with. I would
hate to think that they are not. I under-
stand it is the duty of the Commissioner of
Railways to make a personal inspec-
tion of the Midland Company's line
at least once a year and satisfy himself that
the track is in order. I should like an as-
surance from the Minister that this is being
done. I do not want to say anything about.
the actual accident; there had been a heavy
fall of rain and accidents will happen. Many
rumours arc in circulation, however, and I
should like, for the satisfaction of the people
who use the line, to know that the Com-
missioner of Railways or his chief engineer
makes a thorough examination of the Mid-
land rail-road every year.

I received a letter from a gentleman in
Tasmania some time ago which I sent to
Mr. Fernie. This man was not seeking a
position hut was drawing my attention to
the waste which occurs in our forests, He
wrote as follows:-

Some weeks ago I met Mr. ft. Coath at the
Burnie Club, Tasmania, when we discussed
your State and its possibilities in respect to
sawmill waste for manufacture into pulp and
paper. He told me that lie would write you
reference our talks. As I ant unknown to you,
I may say that in 1945 1 left Russia, where I
had for tour years been consulting engineer

to the Soviet Government. I arrived in Eng-
land and was invited to come to Australia to
consider the manufacture of pulp and paper
front eucalyptus hardwood. The result was
that I designed, built and operated as general
superintendent Burnie Mills for Associated
Pulp and Paper Mills Ltd. At present I am
technical adviser to Tasmanian Paper and
Timber Mills Ltd., Launceston, Tasmania,
where we propose to erect a pulp and paper
plant with a capital of £3,000,000, using slabs,
or "cut off s," from 20 sawmills which we
control, and the quantity of wood required
above the available waste will be cut from
Crown lands. The Tasmanian Paper and
Timber Mills Bill, 1946, passed the second
reading in the House last week.

Before going to Russi* I spent 25 years in
America and Oanada. designing and operating
pulp) and paper mills.

Mr. Coath suggested I write this letter as
you were very interested in the industrial de-
velopment of your State. If you are consider-
ing any development along these lines, I 8)181
he happy to offer you any assistance I can

prvdd it does not interfere with my associs.-
tions here in Tasmania.

I am at present discussing a project in
Queensland having for its object the manu-
facture of fiae papers from bajusse (sugar
cane waste). I do net mean wall boards, but
white and coloured printing papers, etc.

Hope to receive a reply in due course.

I replied to him, thanking him for his in-
terest, and passed the letter to Mr. Fernie.
I amt sorry that he is in the North-West,
and when I called at his office he was not
there and those in attendance were not able
to give Ine any information as to whether
he had done as he had promised and com-
municated with this gentleman- I have here
a cutting which deals with what has been
done in America. It reads as follows:-

Inseparably connected with a sawmill is the
sawdust heap- On our local mills elaborate
carrying plants have been installed to carry
the sawdust to a great distance from the mill,
so that it can be burned in safety. Up to
date no useful purpose has been found for it
that did not entail more cost than the finished
article was worth.

Now comes word from America that they
are turning the dust heaps in that country
into alcohol, and that it can be produced to
sell at ahout tenpeace per gallon.

The article goes on to show that in other
countries something is being done with this
waste material and I shall be interested to
learn from Mr. Fernie whether he has been
able to get to work on it. I suppose it is
a question of finance, but we should be able
to get some assistance from the Common-
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wealth Government. I have a clipping about
co-operative hospitals. That is something
I should like to see. In the Central Pro-
vince, at Carnamah, there has been only
one hotel and that has been turned into a
community hotel. The same thing has been
done at Cunderdin. I commend that lprac-
tiee to the Government. I understand that
the Government has State hotels. In some
centres there is only one hotel and I have
been told by a well-informed man-and I
am going to try to find out whether what
he says is rtrue-that theme is 'one such
hotel which, although it is the only estab-
lishment of its kind in the place, is being
run at a loss. If the Government is con-
ducting any hotel at a loss, it would be well
advised to interest the local people and turn
the establishment into a community hotel.
I cannot understand why a hotel in any
centre should be run at a loss.

Reverting to hospitals, the paragraph
which I have here speaks of co-operative
hospitals, in the management and control
of which the people of the district take an
active interest. In our old settled towns,
such as Geraldton, Albany and Hunbury,
we have what are known as Government hos-
pitals, which are controlled by the Govern-
mient. In my own town for a number of
years there has been a tendency for people
not to take much interest in the hospital,
the contention being that it is the Govern-
ment's job. When I returned from the
Goldilelds 20 years ago, I inaugurated at hos-
pital comforts fund, so that we might be
able to provide patients with some little
anmenities; and that fund is still in opera-
tion. Two primary producers of Gerald-
ton-Mr. Archibald McKellar, and Mr.
Charles Rush-bequeathed a fair amount of
money to the fund and we now have £3,500,
the interest of which-about 0iSO-is spent
in buying comforts for the hospital pati-
ents. Apart from that, nobody takes much
interest in the institution; and I think that
the Government would be well advised, in a
democratic country such as this, to endeav-
our, by hook or by crook, to persuade the
people to take an interest in hospitals. The
way to do it would be by appointing local
committees that would be responsible in
some way for the management. In that
manner interest would be created and the
hospitals would not be looked upon as be-
ing purely Government institutions.

I would like to know how the Perth Hos-
pital is being conducted in these days. We
used to have a committee, headed by Mr.
Panton, who is now a Minister of the
Crown. Mr. Needham, a member of the
Labour Party, was also on the committee.
They could not get what they wanted from
the Government in the way of finance, and
withdrew. Since then, I think the hospital
has been run as a Government institution.
And what about the Children's Hospital?
Who elects the committee? I attended an
annual meeting one year. I had subscribed
to the hospital and I went to what I thought
was a public meeting, but I found that it
was nothing of the sort. Who elects the
gentlemen comprising that committee? There
is a fine body of men running it-I have
nothing to say against them-but who elects
them?9 These hospitals should have elected
committees, but I think that in a demo-
cratic community-

Hon. H. Tuckey: The public elects them.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I would like the
hon. member to have a talk to me. I can
easily prove to him that that is not so.

Hon. H. Tuckey: They elect the commit-
tees in the country.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I do not propose
to address the House on the subject of bet-
ting, because that subject will come up for
discussion in due course; but we heard some-
thing about this matter the other night from
Sir Hat Colebatch, a gentleman who is well
fitted to talk to us on account of his vast
political experience.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: Is he a punter?

Hoa. E. H. H. HALL: I do not know, but
he has the position worked out to a very
fine point when it gets down to 11/2d. I am
one of those who buy charities tickets, but
I do not believe in the Lotteries Commis-
sion. I think we could have men working
in an honorary capacity and could make the
venture more in the nature of a charity than
it is. That, however, is by the way. If men
must bet, I think it is preferable that they
should he made to contribute to the revenue
of the country.

Take the poker player and the bridge
pla *yer. I do not play either game, and what.
I am going to say is only hearsay-and
rumour is a lying jade. But I am told that
these people play for high stakes from which
the revenue of the country does not benefit
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at all. But the man who pays half-a-crown
for a lottery ticket or bets on the race-
course contributes to' the revenue; and that
is where the Glovernment should tackle start-
ing-price betting. There is something to be
said to the credit of the Australian, who is
acknowledged to be a confirmed gambler. 1
have here some figures from the Common-
wealth Statistician relating to the savings
of the people during the war years. In that
period, Australians saved £1,442,000,000, re-
presenting an annual saving of £E240,000,000,
So, if the Australian Jikes his little flutter,
at least he is saving some money; and I
think that is something of which we can be
proud.

Although those figures were reached dur-
ing the war period, when trading was re-
stricted, they indicate what can be achieved
in a planned economy, which, if wisely ad-
ministered, could easily he of great benefit
to the majority of people with little if any
serious inconvenience to the minority. I
heard some sotto voe comments about this
planned economy. I do not want to be
ordered all over the place myself, but that
does go to show what can be done when
People are not allowed to fritter money
away on all sorts of geegaws.

I turn new to the question of shipping.
We have been unable to ship our tomatoes
to Singapore where there is a promising
market. We also make beer in Geraldton,
for which we hove a market in Singapore.
We also have thousands of eases of apples
and thousands of eases of oranges which
cannot be shipped. I have a statement here
from the secretary of the Chamber of Com-
merce saying that it has been impossible to
get supplies to Darwin. The Blue Funnel
line, which had been enabling us to trade
with Singapore for many years, lest about
half or three-quarters of its fleet during the
wax. I was thinking of trying to obtain a
combined request to the Commonwealth
Government for another ship, because most
of the space in the existing Blue Funnel
steamers is taken up by the military authori-
tie;, and private 4exporters are cut out. How-
ever, I am assured by the company that in
September a 19,000-ton ship will visit us
and it will not be a question of shutting
cargo out but of obtaining enough cargo to
take away.

In Newr South Wailes there is an am-
bitious scheme afoot to aid pensioners.
I know that here with so much to do

and so little money with which to do it,
-Ministers must be hard-pressed to meet the
daily requirements of their departments.
Even private members receive a good many
requests and a man is pretty well on his toes
most of the time; but here is something that
a civilised community might well give some
attention to. Have any hon. members any
association with those people who have
reached the time when they can claim the
old age pension and who-it does not matter
whether they are married or single-are
renting a room somewhere in a locality
which is not very nieq I have received a
letter from an old friend of mine who has
been notified that she has to vacate her pre-
mises, and I have been wondering whether
the Government could do something to pro-
vide a plaee for pensioners like the Silver
Chain Home,; whether there could not be
an attempt to provide homes for aged people
so that they will not have to live in one
room and cook their meals on a primes
stove. That sort of thing does not say much
for us.

Many of then are not only agcd, but
infirm. These people have been worthy
c-itizens-some of thenm may not have been.
but we cannot separate them-and the
Cove! nnient shouold consider doing some-
thing along the lines I have suggested, now
that the war is over and we are getting back
to normal times. In this State we have an ex-
cellent body, and I have recently been invited
to join its executive. I refer to the Child-
ren 's Protection Society. If members do
not know of them, I will tell them something
of its activities. Mtony women who have
ba bies--wh ether the!se -women have hus-
bands or not-go out to work during the
day so as to keep their children rather
than send them to an institution. Well, what
do they do -with their children during the
day9 They leave them at the Home in Stirl-
ing-street, run by the Society. I was there
this morning and I would like to take mem-
bers there to see the kiddies who are ats
happy and contented as possible. They
arc, eared for and looked after by the staff
while their mothers arc at work. I ask
the Glovernment to increase its subsidy to
this worthy movement. At present the
Government grants £E100 per annum. to the
Child ren's Proteetion Society.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Does the Charities
Comisision assist q
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I have only just
joined the executive and have not yet at-
tended a meeting. Mr. Latham is presi-
dent of the Society and I would be sur-
prised to learn that thle Charities Com-
mission does not assist. We talk about
our home life and the necessity to do all
we can to assist mothers to look after
their children, and I think that women who
battle like that for their children should
have their efforts substantially assisted by
the State. I have a letter from the Upper
Chapman Road Board telling me of the
work it bus done with its Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade, and asking ame to bring to
the notice of the Government the neces-
sity for a subsidy. That also is a neces-
sary work and I commend the appeal to
tile Gov'ernment. I am sorry if my re-
marks have been lengthy, hut I felt that
I ltaei to say what I have. It is with
pleasure that I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Simpson, de-
bate adjourned.

Rovse adjourned at 6.4 p.m.

Ticgislntibe A~sumbhg.

Tuesday, 6th August, 1946.

Questions: Perth Hospital, as to estimated and
actual costs; .. ... .. ... ..

Road boards, as to inspection of minutes ..
Railwany employees, as to provision of house,..
School 1ws servce, as to condition of routes ..
Interstate shipping, as to liaison office and

delay, ... .. ... .. ... ..
Financial Emergency Act, as to interest rates on

m o rt g a ge..,.. ... ... ... ..
Agrlcultural tractors, as to local manufacture,..
wVater supplies, as lto Gaowangertp rhems ..

linlstcriai statement: Balancing or state's 1045-40
bnudget .. .. .. .. .. .

Address-ln-reply, fifth day I.. .. .. ..

The SPEUAKER took thz Chair at 4.30
pin., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

PERTH HOSPITAL.

As to Estimated and Actual Costs.

Mr. AlcDONALD asked the Minister for
Health:

1, What was the estimate of the cost
of the newv Perth Public Hospital, furniture
and equipment at the time the Government
authorised its construction I

2, W~hat is the expenditure to date on
the hospital?

3, What is now estimated to be the total
cost of the hospital building and equipment
when completed and ready for use?

The MINISTER replied:

1, £765,000.

2, £505,594.

3, Since the estimate was prepared in
1938, numerous changes have occurred in
mnedical practice and hospital adiniistra-
tion, policy and requirements, which will
necessitate the complete re-casting of pro-
posals for those sections of the hospital
on which construction has not yet corn-
menced, in the light of requirements at
the time the buildings are to be constructed.

Reductions in working hours have re-
sulted in a considerable increase in nursing
staff, and quarters will now have to be far
larger than originally proposed. The ex-
tent of quarters which will ultimately be
required cannot he computed until it is
known what nurses will he required for
the unconstructed sections of the hospital
referred to above.

Since the estimate was prepared in 1938,
Psoa the area of the main hospital building has

ltbeen increased approximately one-third to
naz provide for an intermediate ward section,

12and additional accommodation in some
12sections,

113
113
113

135
113

These facts make it impossible to assess
the ultimate cost of the hospital.

Ali tat can ne sala at the moment is
that due to the items set out above, and
the fact that building costs have increased
very materially since 1938, the final cost
of the hospital must obviously he consider-
ably in excess of the original estimate.


